WEEK 51: DECEMBER 16-22
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP LESSON

iz MEETING AGENDA

1. OPENING PRAYER - Ask one person to open the meeting in prayer.

2. GROWTH QUESTIONS - Ask everyone the Growth Questions.

3. ATTENDANCE- Take attendance through the DG Attendance System.
4. TODAY’S LESSON - Go over this week’s DG lesson.

5. GIVING - Encourage everyone to give on the App.

6. CLOSING PRAYER - Ask for prayer requests and pray.

GROWTH QUESTION #1 GROWTH QUESTION #2 GROWTH QUESTION #3

Who would like to : What was your
L What did you learn . Y
share a highlight, : ; most important
: from this week’s :
praise report, or accomplishment
. sermon? :
testimony from this week?

this week?

THREE COMMANDS FOR THE END

TODAY'’S PASSAGE:
1 Peter 4:7-13 NLT 7 The end of the world is coming soon. Therefore, be earnest and disciplined

in your prayers. 8 Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love
covers a multitude of sins. 9 Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a place
to stay. 10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them
well to serve one another. 11 Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God
himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the
strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through
Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen. 12 Dear friends, don’t be
surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were happening to
you.



13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that
you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world.

INTERACTIVE QUESTIONS

What did you learn from what we just read?

INTRODUCTION:
In light of the fact that the end of the world is drawing near, the Apostle Peter
gave us three commands that all Christians should live by:

AN COMMAND #1

PRAY EARNESTLY! (V. 7)

» Intoday’s passage, Peter passes on an important command that he received
from Jesus himself, “Keep watch and pray!”

Matthew 26:41 (NLT) - “Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to
temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak!”

e Peter’s own failure to obey this command led to one of the most painful
moments of his life - rejecting Jesus publicly.

« Having learned his lesson the hard way, Peter now warns us to “be earnest
and disciplined” in our prayers.

» Jesus directly linked our prayer life to our ability to overcome temptation,
and Peter admonishes us to not only pray but to do so regularly and carefully.

« Every Christian should be praying regularly and intensely, especially as the
end of the world approaches.



INTERACTIVE QUESTIONS

Why do you think it is so important for our prayers to be earnest and
disciplined? Do you feel like your prayers are earnest and disciplined?
Why or why not?

AN COMMAND #2

LOVE EACH OTHER DEEPLY! (V. 8)

« Once again, Peter passes something on to us that he heard directly from
Jesus!

John 13:34-35 (NLT) - 34 “So now | am giving you a new commandment: Love
each other. Just as | have loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love
for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

« Loving others well is what convinces the world that we belong to Jesus. This
is how they know we are His disciples.

« Not only does it show the world who we are, but “love covers a multitude of
sins.”

» After Peter rejected Christ, he may have thought his run as a disciple was
over. He may have thought that he’d gone too far, that he’d blown it one too
many times, but Jesus proved all those lies wrong when he lovingly restored
him later (John 21:15-19).

« If anyone knew the power of love to cover over sin, it was Peter. Now, he
reminds us that we’re all going to make mistakes, and all of us will need love
to get beyond those failures.

INTERACTIVE QUESTIONS: Have you ever felt like you’d messed up one too many times?
How did it feel when you realized that you hadn’t and that God still loved you and had a good

plan for your life?



A\ COMMAND #3

BE VERY GLAD! (V. 13)

e The command to “be very glad” when we suffer for being Christians also
came from something that Peter had lived and experienced with Jesus.

e When Peter failed his first trial, denying Christ to avoid punishment and
shame, he left in tears (Luke 22:62).

e Just a short time later, he found himself faced with the same threat of
punishment and shame and welcomed it.

Acts 5:40-41(NLT) - ...They called in the apostles and had them flogged.
Then they ordered them never again to speak in the name of Jesus, and they
let them go. 41 The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had
counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus.

« After being arrested and flogged, suffering punishment and disgrace for
Christ, Peter left rejoicing.

« Over the course of his life, Peter learned something that every believer
should remember - the greatest joy we will ever know is found in partnership
with Jesus.

o The word “partner” (v. 13) refers to someone who has special access and
fellowship with another.

o Peter commands us to be very glad when fiery trials come because he knew
firsthand how much closer those trials could bring us to Jesus.

 If we keep our perspective right, enduring whatever pain or trial comes our
way because of Jesus, we will be very glad.

INTERACTIVE QUESTIONS

Have you ever shied away from being associated with Jesus or other
Christians? What was the end result? Have you ever suffered shame
or embarrassment for being a Christian? What was the end result?




CLOSNG QUESTION
What is one thing from today’s lesson that you will apply this week?

GIVING

True sacrifice should cost us something.

2 Samuel 24:24 (NLT)

But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on buying it, for | will not present burnt
offerings to the Lord my God that have cost me nothing.” So David paid him fifty
pieces of silver for the threshing floor and the oxen.

Encourage everyone to give their tithes and offerings.

PRAYER

& & &

QUESTION #1 QUESTION #2 QUESTION #3
Who are you Who can you

praying for to be invite to the next
saved? meeting?

What are your
prayer requests?



